
save his people from their sins.”

The message of Christmas is God’s grace and love for us, saving us from our sins, through His 
Son, Jesus.  In our calendars, Christmas comes at the end of the year and gives us a chance to 
reflect on the faithfulness of God over the past year. We have experienced the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, the love of Christ, and the grace of God. We know this is your testimony as well.   

Ministry is the focus of MBRC.  This is supported with Spirit-led leadership, effective 
management systems and strategic planning to ensure that the ministry succeeds and 
flourishes.  In this area much has been going on at MBRC. 

Aaron Sawatsky has served in various leadership roles at MBRC over the past 8 years including 
the full leadership camp operations role in 2017. Early this year the Board and the District 
Executive hired Aaron as the Camp Director.  Aaron’s leadership and heart for camp has been 
evident at camp for many years.  Now as Camp Director, he is pursuing many improvements 
including management systems, operations and facilities.  Late this fall, Aaron and his family 
relocated to live in the camp house.  

Rev. Bill Pipke continues in the role of Camp Spiritual Life Pastor and works alongside Aaron, 
the District office and the ministry teams.  Bill and Shirley have quickly reconnected into MBRC 
and have worked to create a stronger camp community and expanded opportunities for 
ministry and recreational events.  
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Norman Mitchell retired this spring after 25 + years as Camp
Administrator.  This summer Norm, Joyce, their family and over a
hundred people gathered to celebrate Norm’s contribution to
MBRC over those years.  

To support these changes, Aaron has brought on Kim Peters as
Financial Coordinator and Sherri Wersch as Accommodations
Coordinator.  Newer software and an updated website provide
increased customer service with better access to information and
the accommodation booking processes.  

This fall the Board set aside a weekend to review, refresh and re-envision MBRC.  These 
strategic steps brought together the Camp Director’s plans and ideas, the Board’s leadership 
oversight and the PAOC District wide vision to guide MBRC beyond our 80th year (which is 
2019!).  We appreciate and value your prayers for all those involved in MBRC leadership as we 
plan for 2019 and the many great years ahead.  

This past summer, we had strong Pentecostal Family and Generational camping where God 
anointed the preaching and teaching ministry, and the fellowship and community times.  At our
Family Camps attendance in adult services was slightly lower while attendance in the pre-
school, children, junior youth and youth services were stronger through most weeks.  
Generational camps also had strong attendance.  We heard a report of one student who 
attended kids’ camp and accepted Jesus into his heart for the first time. He has now been 
attending church in his hometown on his own.  Recently he has brought his father with him to 
church.  Praise God!  We are seeing the current generation bringing the older generation into 
the knowledge of God’s great love and power.

In spring 2018, Aaron presented a vision to complete several projects in the fall of 2018. These 
projects were not the traditional fall projects.  Normally there are limited funds available for fall
projects. However, the Board agreed to put this need and vision for an additional $25,000 out 
to the camp community over the summer months in addition to Family Camp budgets.  As we 
progressed through the summer each Family Camp ministry budget was met, and funds came in
slowly towards the $25,000 goal.  By the Family Fellowship Weekend about $6500 had come in 
towards the project goal.  However, shortly after the September long-weekend, we are thrilled 
to let you know that the full $25,000 came in.  
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On top of meeting the project goals, there is still more to
report. In early September a group of donors and labourers
with a vision for a green sports field, came and installed an
in-ground lawn sprinkler system in the main sports field.
This approximately $3000 project with new top soil,
aeration and lawn seed was fully funded and completed.
With a continued strong outpouring of support, a further
$7,500 came in towards replacing the camp truck. Many of
you will be familiar with the story of the red truck not
working yet again. 

When one of our camp community observed the condition
of the camp dock during the Southwest Community
Options day at MBRC, they gave $4500 towards a new 32 foot dock!  

God has shown again that He blesses vision when it is in alignment with God’s ministry plans.  

Speakers for 2018 are still being confirmed, stay tuned to mbrc.ca and our Facebook page as we
will provide updates there.  Dates for major MBRC events are:

Prayer Summit: June 6th - 9th   Prime Time Getaway: June 11th – 14th 

Week 1: June 30th – 6th Week 2: July 7th  - 14th Week 3: July 28th – August 4th

Kids Camp: August 11th  – 16th  Camp 68: July 15th  – 18th Youth: August 20th – 25th 

Family Fellowship Weekend  August 30th – Sept 2nd

2018 Fundraising Banquets: Please plan on attending and inviting someone to the Spring 
Banquets.  

Winnipeg Thursday April 11th, at Soul Sanctuary
Morden area Friday April 12th – at Christian Life Centre Morden
Brandon area Saturday April 13th – Brandon Bethel
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As 2018 draws to a close, we want to thank you for your support this past year.  Many of you 
have been able to give financially, blessing and supporting the camp operations, camp projects 
and special ministry opportunities. In addition to this, you will also recall the $7000 raised to 
send kids to camp and $17,000 for ERDO relief for the refugees in Bangladesh from Rohingya, 
Myanmar.  Many of you have volunteered for projects or for regular operations (working in the 
kitchen, mowing lawns, helping in ministry, encouraging the staff, etc.).  Your ongoing support 
of camp has enabled and benefitted the ministry at Family Camps, Generational Camps and 
making MBRC available to groups for rental (helping operations substantially).  2018 has been a 
year with great improvement in stabilizing our financial position and reducing our mortgage 
debt.  

This year has been incredible in so many ways.  We are honoured to be involved in this ministry 
alongside all of you. Your support for MBRC is gratefully appreciated. Donations received up 
until midnight of December 31st will be receipted for 2018. Donations can be made in many 
ways, online at the website www.mbrc.ca/donate, by mail, by calling the camp office at 204-
528-3306, or email (kim@mbrc.ca)   

On behalf of the Board of Directors of MBRC, have a truly blessed Christmas and a Happy New 
Year as we celebrate God’s amazing love.  We look forward to seeing you at the 80th year of 
Pentecostal Camping at Manhattan Beach in 2019.  

Aaron Sawatsky Craig B. Doerksen, P.Eng                
Camp Director Executive Director

PS: For updated information visit our website www.mbrc.ca, “Like” our Facebook page under 
Manhattan Beach Retreat Centre to keep track of what is going on at MBRC and please add 
your photos and memories to the many others there.


